LOCH NESS 1965 - AND THE FOUTURE

During the 150 days betwaem May 17th and October l4th the W.Q.
wvas sanned for a total of 1,736 hours (11.6
hours per dies) while mobile wnits were manned for sbout a further
500 hours when conditions were favourable. Despite atroclous weather,
me [igures reflset the utmost
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sun, Sinee the relstionship of calm, sunny
weather to sightings is now beyoad dispute (more than 931 of all record-
are under thess comditions) it is not surprising that
this season only yielded nine episodes of tolerable suthenticity as
opposed to sighteen in 1964 and forty in 1963, Of these nine sightings,
two were prior to the arrival of the Expedition (during an snti-eyclome
in Mareh) while four were in other sectors of the Loch. Of the remain-
ing thres, ome, & hesad-and-neck sighting of four minutes duratiom, was
plusb in the rays of the rising sun from our 0.F., one, witnessed
simultansously for fifty minutes from both sides of the Loch, was om
June 15th during the long hours of photographic twilight, while the last,
of two ssparate objects cresting considersble wash, is the sub ject of
clear photography at present under selentific snalysis. The maximum
that could be claimed for this episcde st present is that it is oue
more recorded phenomenca toe be explained away.

wWhile Fortume has thus not yet smiled om us, such has beem
lsarned and the tide of prefessional snd public opinion has shown marked
signs of {lowing our way. Sinee the lstter, it is te be hoped, will
lead te the provision of the necessary funds, it is worth dwelling on
the former. leve everything stems from a considerstion of the weather.

1. Sines settled anti-cyelomie eonditions are infrequent, as
long as funds are short they should be devoted to keeping a small unit
going for a lomg time vrather than several stations for a sherter pericd.
This furtharmore reduces capital requirements in relation to cheservation
time.

II. Since econdensation during unsettled westher csuses frequent

film jams in the gate, all cemeras sust be unloaded every evemning and
sarviced daily. This would invelve a resident technleian. As & further
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re=-insurancd 16 == hand-held 6* Bolex's must b avallable for esach site.
= Sinee the Expedition has now spent a total of 6,300 hours watehing,

it would be disastrous 1f the conclusive sighting were lost through aay
comava fallure.

Iil. Sines optimum gonditions are almost invariably hazy, all
maln cameras mugt be adapted and calibrated for infra red film.

IV. Sinee flexibility of site In relation te area covered is
vital in relation to the position of the sun, mobile vans (with
casaras driven snd hested off car batteries) are essential other thaa
for R.Q. They ean be kept st H.Q. and omly sent out under optimum
conditions thus reduging strain on veluntesrs.

Ve A fined pite at 7.0, sust be mailntained, and permsnently
manned
{a) as a contrel on passage of eraft through the Logh
(b) as & living centre and car park

{(e) as & maintensnce and oparatiomal centre for seading
our mablile wmits

{d) as a fully equipped 3tevenson Sereen ™Met. Fost

Vi. HeQe now has a permanent cbservation platferm. It should
be on the telaphone to obtaln dally (6143 a.m.) westher reports from
Fort Augustus and it would be an enorwmous sconowy if the necessary
carsvans could be bought for ultimate re-sale rather tham paying reinous
hire charges as we have domne hitherto through lack of workimg capital.

If these conditions could be fulfilled and, sbove all if we
eould be relieved of the rather odious task of asking our womderful
voluntears to contribute cash as well as work, [ am confident we would
have no difficulty in manning future Expeditions wntil such time as
patience reaps its reward ahd the mystery is finally selwed.
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